EDS 558 Issues in Special Education: Disability in Ukraine
(3 credit hours)
Syllabus
Instructors:
Office Location
Phone Number
Email
Office Hours
Technological
Requirements
Preferred method
for contacting
instructor
Anticipated
Response Time
Face-to-Face
Librarian
Face-to-Face
Interlibrary Loan
Service
Course Website:

R. Allan Allday, Ph.D., BCBA-D
Jonathan Campbell, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist
232 Taylor Education Building
170E Taylor Education Building
859-257-0722
Allan.allday@uky.edu
Jonathan.campbell@uky.edu
By Appointment Only
None
Phone

Phone within 24 hours; Email within 48 hours; No response on
weekend
Brad Carrington, Education Librarian
brad.carrington@uky.edu
859.257.7977
http://libguides.uky.edu/educ

N/A

Course Description
In-depth study of a current and topical problem or issue in the education of exceptional children
and youth. May be repeated to a maximum of nine credits. A title is assigned each time the
course is offered. (Bulletin Description)
Course Purpose
This course is designed to provide UK students with an opportunity to complete a study/service
abroad in Ukraine. The course will include traveling to Ladyzhyn, Ukraine to work in a
government-funded orphanage for individuals with severe disabilities ages 4-35. Due to a lack of
resources and personnel, there are numerous challenges associated with the patients that live in
the orphanage. UK faculty and students will provide valuable assessments, training, and
interventions to increase quality of life for orphanage patients. These assessments, trainings and
interventions will be based on accurate identification of disability, decreasing self-injurious
behaviors, increasing opportunities to engage in functional communication and education,
providing interventions and training to staff that can better meet their patients needs. This course
will include extensive work while at the orphanage, with directors (Allday and Campbell)
providing on-site training and evaluation for UK students.

Prerequisite:
Must be at least Junior level (60+ Credit Hours) and permission of instructors.
Co-Requisite:
Must take concurrently with ISP-559
Learning Target/Outcome
To gain experience with individuals with disabilities that
exhibit challenging behavior.

To further knowledge of effective teaching, behavioral
intervention, and assessment techniques.

To gain international experience working with individuals
with disabilities.

Assessment
(Formative/Summative)
Formative: Course readings,
discussions and activities
Summative: Data Collection,
Intervention Activities, Assessment
and Reflection
Formative: Course readings,
discussions and activities
Summative: Data Collection,
Intervention Activities, Assessment
and Reflection
Formative: Course readings,
discussions and activities
Summative: Data Collection,
Intervention Activities, Assessment
and Reflection

Course Delivery
This course is a study abroad that will be delivered as a face-to-face course. Students will
observe and interact with Ukrainian people on a daily basis, including staff and patients within
the orphanage, engage in extensive discussions related to course content, and participate in
applied course activities that WILL be used to improve the quality of life of the staff and
patients.
Unbridled Learning Initiatives
This course will provide students an opportunity to advance their knowledge and mastery of the
“tools” associated with Kentucky education reform, including the Kentucky Core Academic
Standards (as they become available), assessment literacy – assessment for learning,
Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching and Learning, College and Career Readiness, and
the new accountability system as it becomes available. As students carry out projects and
complete assignments, they will address one or more components of the Senate Bill 1 initiatives.
Suggested Texts
Boutot, E.A., & Tincani, M. (2009). Autism encyclopedia: The complete guide to autism
spectrum disorders. Waco, TX: Prufrock Press.
Cooper, J.O., Heron, T.E., & Heward, W.L. (2009). Applied behavior analysis (2nd ed.). Upper
Saddle River, NJ: Pearson.
Other Readings as assigned.

Course Components
Task
Data Collection

Intervention
Development
and
Implementation
Reflection

Assessment
***Graduate
Students
Only***

Task Description
You will identify a challenging behavior exhibited by a resident of the
orphanage. You will operationally define the behavior and collect data on
the behavior for at least 3 sessions. This task will be evaluated by
instructors on a daily basis. More detailed directions will be provided upon
arrival at orphanage.
Based on your data collection and hypothesis, you will design and
implement an intervention to change the behavior of the resident of the
orphanage. This will include training relevant staff on what/how to
implement the intervention. You will also evaluate the effectiveness of the
intervention for at least 5 sessions following implementation.
Upon returning to the US, you will be required to complete a short (3-page)
reflection of the work you conducted while at the orphanage. Detailed
questions will be provided by the instructors.
You will assist Dr. Campbell in conducting standardized assessments of
select individuals within the orphanage. Your responsibilities will include
conducting, scoring, interpreting and communicating results of assessments
to caregivers within the orphanage.

Grades
Course Evaluation –
Data Collection
Intervention Phases
Reflection
Assessment
Total Points
Grading Scale Letter Grade Undergraduate
Range
A
270 – 300
B
240 – 269
C
210 – 239
D
180 – 209
E
< 179

Undergraduate
100
100
100
-300 Points

Graduate
Range
360 – 400
320 – 359
280 – 319
--< 279

Graduate
100
100
100
100
400 Points

% Range

Grade Points

Interpretation

90 – 100
80 – 89
70 – 79
60 – 69
< 59

4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0

Superior
Good
Fair
Unacceptable
Failure

Graduate and undergraduate expectations. Graduate students will have different expectations
from undergraduate students. The course assignments clearly indicate the assignment to be
completed by all students, undergraduate students only, and graduate students only. In addition a
differentiated grading scale for undergraduate and graduate students is provided.

Attendance
This course will cover a large amount of material in a relatively short period. As such, attendance
each day is essential. Each unexcused absence will reduce the student’s final grade by one letter
grade. The loss of these points will not be redeemed by any sort of extra credit activities.
Ethics Statement
This course and its participants will not tolerate discrimination, violence, or vandalism. EDSRC
is an open and affirming department for all people, including those who are subjected to racial
profiling, hate crimes, heterosexism, and violence. We insist that appropriate action be taken
against those who perpetrate discrimination, violence, or vandalism. The University of Kentucky
is an Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity institution and affirms its dedication to nondiscrimination on the basis or race, color, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, domestic
partner status, national origin, or disability in employment, programs, and services. Our
commitment to non-discrimination and affirmation action embraces the entire university
community including faculty, staff, and students.
All students are expected to conduct themselves in an appropriate and ethical manner during
their UK classes and related field placements, as befitting students, future teachers, and
ambassadors for the University of Kentucky. Any unethical behavior in class or during your field
placements may result in failure for the course and/or expulsion from the Special Education
program, determined on a case-by-case basis. Faculty will follow all university due process
procedures in cases of academic or ethical misconduct. Please consult Dr. Belva Collins, chair of
the Department of Special Education and Rehabilitation Counseling if you have questions
regarding this requirement.
Academic Integrity:
Per university policy, students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic
records. Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all
courses. The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the
offense occurred. If the offense is considered severe or the student has other academic
offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university may be
imposed.
Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised to
become familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of
Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following
website: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense
against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as
all ideas borrowed from others need to be properly credited.
Part II of Student Rights and Responsibilities (available online
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html) states that all academic work, written or
otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is expected
to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel
unsure about the question of plagiarism involving their own work, they are obliged to consult
their instructors on the matter before submission.

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate
acknowledgement of the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes
reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published article, chapter of a book, a paper
from a friend or some file, or something similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of
employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as
his/her own, whoever that other person may be.
Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when
the actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a
student’s assignment involves research in outside sources of information, the student must
carefully acknowledge exactly what, where and how he/she employed them. If the words of
someone else are used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in question
and add an appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the
organization, content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules
shall apply to those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the
public domain (Section 6.3.1).
Please note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check
for plagiarism.
Legal Action
Students charged with violations of criminal law will be suspended immediately from the
Teacher Education Program and/or field experiences until the case is settled. Students are
responsible for reporting such charges to the Program Faculty Chair.
Commitment to Diversity & Equity
The Special Education Program is committed to: making diversity central to policies, decisions,
and practices; evaluating progress toward diversity in the program; disseminating results widely;
and using these results to strengthen diversity for the Commonwealth.
Equitable access to high quality instruction in Kentucky’s schools is directly and indirectly
affected by UK’s Special Education program’s beliefs in and support for social diversity in
schools. Moreover, the Commonwealth is directly affected by the ability of its youth to acquire
high levels of skill in <<content area>> that can then be used by them as citizens to enhance their
communities and participate in the state’s ongoing progress and prosperity in local, regional,
national, and global contexts. Therefore, it is essential for our teacher candidates to understand
issues related to social diversity and make a commitment to value diversity as they engaged in
teaching, research, reflection, learning, and leadership. By valuing diversity, our program is
committed to enabling and empowering all people in educational contexts regardless of their
race, ethnicity, gender, social class, sexual orientation, domestic partner status, and so forth.

Participation and Professionalism
The Special Education program is a teacher preparation program, and as such expects you to
work and to transition into the teaching profession. This entails both mature personal behavior
and professional conduct based on the College of Education’s Functional Skills and Dispositions
(see Student Handbook at http://education.uky.edu/AcadServ/content/ student-handbookeducation-programs). These include 1) communicating appropriately and effectively, 2)
demonstrating constructive attitudes, 3) demonstrating the ability to conceptualize key content,
4) interacting appropriately with diverse groups in educational settings (including colleagues and
students), and 5) demonstrating a commitment to professional ethics and behavior.
Students who fail to attend class on a regular basis, participate as expected, and/or conduct
themselves professionally or ethically will be required to meet with the instructor to set
improvement goals, and may face failure or expulsion based on due process policies set by the
College of Education and Teacher Education Preparation program. You are encouraged to
communicate regularly with the instructor so that you are aware of your standing. This may be
accomplished via face-face meetings during office hours and via email.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
Date
Pre-Departure
Meeting 1
TBD
Pre-Departure
Meeting 2
TBD
Pre-Departure
Meeting 3
TBD
Pre-Departure
Meeting 4
TBD
Monday
May 12
Tuesday
May 13
Wednesday
May 14
Thursday
May 15
Friday
May 16
Saturday
May 17
Sunday
May 18
Monday
May 19
Tuesday
May 20
Wednesday
May 21
Thursday
May 22
Friday
May 23
Saturday
May 24
Sunday
May 25
Thursday
May 29

Agenda
Introduction to Ukraine and Ukrainian Customs
and Culture. Initial preparation for travel.

Assignments

Introduction to Ukrainian orphanages and current
state of affairs within orphanages.
Discuss basic goals of the course and trip.
Opportunity for Questions and Answers
Discuss specific goals of the course and trip.
Final preparation for travel.
Leave Lexington, KY
Arrive in L’viv, Ukraine
Visit Dzherelo Rehabilitation Center
Train from L’viv to Ladyzhyn
Ladyzhyn Orphanage – Identification of patient
for data collection and assessment
Ladyzhyn Orphanage – Data collection

Data Collection/Assessment

Ladyzhyn Orphanage – Data Collection and
analysis, staff training preparation
Ladyzhyn Orphanage – Staff training

Data Collection/Assessment

Ladyzhyn Orphanage – Staff training

Intervention Phases/Assessment

Ladyzhyn Orphanage – Staff training/intervention
implementation
Ladyzhyn Orphanage – intervention
implementation
Ladyzhyn Orphanage – intervention
implementation
Evening Train from Ladyzhyn to L’viv

Intervention Phases

Data Collection

Intervention Phases

Intervention Phases/Assessment
Intervention Phases
Intervention Phases/Assessment

Tour L’viv
Leave L’viv and Arrive in Lexington
Reflection Due

