Reflection 2: Emerging Perceptions
(To be completed approximately one month after the first overseas placement has begun)
Now that you have settled into your overseas placement, please reflect about the cultural differences you have observed between your home community and in your host community as you answer the following questions:

1. What have you learned about your host culture that you did not know before arriving in your new place?

2. What do you consider some of the most challenging aspects of the host culture?

3. What aspects of the host culture feel similar to your home culture?

4. What has most surprised you about your own reactions to living in the host country?

5. Describe any social/cultural practices you are observing during this overseas student teaching experience that you would like to see in your home community or that you hope to adopt when you return to the U.S.

Think about the teaching approaches you have observed in your host country and in the U.S. as you answer the following questions:
1. What similarities and difference have you noticed in approaches to teaching content (e.g., history, geography, literacy, mathematics)?

2. What similarities and differences have you noticed in approaches to special needs students?

3. What similarities have you noticed in approaches to management and discipline? 

Think about your experiences teaching in the host country as you answer the following questions?
1. In what ways have you introduced students to your home culture?

2. In what ways have you taught about aspects of the host culture?

3. Describe two ideas or strategies for teaching about culture that you have learned from your experiences so far.
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