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University Supervisor Meeting Notes 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 

Online via Zoom 
Recorded by Mary Henderson 

 

Attendees: Art – Allan Richards; Elementary – Joni Meade, Pam Seales, Kim White; IECE – Kelly Sampson; 
MATWL / TESL – Francis Bailey, Stayc DuBravac; MIC – Cheryl Matias; Middle School – Margaret Rintamaa; 
OCP – Sharon Brennan, Julie Cleary, Mary Henderson, Martin Mills;  SPED – Kera Ackerman (presenter);  
STEM – Sahar Alameh, Lisa Amick, Lin Xiang; Assoc. Deans – Margaret Mohr-Schroeder, Rosetta Sandidge; 
Other – Gary Schroeder, Cody Windhorst (U of L) 
 
Dr. Brennan started the meeting promptly at 2:00 with an introduction of today’s speaker Kera Ackerman, 
Assistant Professor in the UK College of Education Special Education department. Also introduced was guest 
attendee Cody Windhorst who works with teacher education and field experiences at the University of Louisville. 

TOPIC: Practice Based Opportunities – Kera Ackerman 
Dr. Ackerman started her presentation over practice-based opportunities for Special Education (SPED) majors.  

• Evidence-based practices (EBPs), high-leverage practices (HLPs), and how they align.  
o EBPs are instructional practices shown to improve outcomes for specific populations of learners 

in specific situations by multiple, high quality studies. EBPs are the first choice--if available, but 
they can be hard to find for the situation at hand. Some good resources are: 
 What Works Clearinghouse - https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ 
 Best Evidence Encyclopedia - www.bestevidence.org 
 National Autism Center 

o HLPs are instructional and professional practices that may be used to implement EBPs, make 
adjustments to instruction, or use when a specific EBP isn’t available for a specific situation. 
 They are more applicable across all student populations and grade levels. 
 “It’s just really good teaching.”  

o There are two camps of HLPs, and some of their practices are made up of EBPs: 
 Teaching Works = HLPs for general education 

 An action or task central to teaching 
 18 practices 

 Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) = HLPs for Special Education 
 Aligns with Teaching Works HLPs (refer to Slide 6, Table 1 by Erica McCray 

shows how they align; other alignment tables—NCATE, CAEP—available upon 
request) 

 critical practices that impact student achievement across content areas and 
grade levels 

 22 practices developed into four categories: collaboration, assessment, social 
emotional behavioral, and instruction 

 Refer to Slide 7, Figure 1 (nested ovals) showing how HLPs fit into special education.  
• Practice makes perfect. 

o How do you all provide opportunities for practice of these skills within your college classroom? 
 S. Brennan – Her students engage in professional noticing in a structured way with peers 

and instructors; guided practice in deliberate ways 
 K. Ackerman – Her students are in methods course while also doing clinical hours. They 

use role-playing and peer teaching. 
 M. Mohr-Schroeder – They do microteaching and then clinical-based field experiences. 
 K. White – Her students have embedded experiences in methods courses. Teach them, 

send out to observe, then come back and debrief. 
 S. Alameh – They watch and evaluate pre-recorded lessons. 
 C. Matias – Her students engage in webinars and breakout groups. 

o Practice-based opportunities can be classified as “good,” “better,” or “best” methodologies. 
“Best” includes small group teaching and microteaching, so Kera decided to incorporate those 
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in her methods course, in the form of HLPs focused on engagement, explicit instruction, and 
feedback. 

o Using Models 
 She introduced microteaching in the college classroom with edited (“canned”) models, 

making sure to provide feedback while the practice is happening. Then the students 
practice applying it in the field in their P-12 classrooms. Some models she uses include: 
 TeachingWorks Curriculum Library of Practices: 

https://library.teachingworks.org/curriculum-resources/high-leverage-practices/ 
 Michael Kennedy (UVA) was making videos of the 22 HLPs, but during 

pandemic he started releasing unedited footage of expert teachers teaching. 
https://vimeo.com/mjk 

 CEC High Leverage Practices videos https://highleveragepractices.org/videos/ 
 Before class, students watch a “canned” video and answer probing questions while 

watching, then write a summary at the end. 
 Then students move on to reflecting with models of actual teachers teaching, choosing 

ATLAS videos and unedited clips from Michael Kennedy.  
 Kera purchased four years of ATLAS access a through state grant to make it 

available for special education faculty and students. Every year they watch 
videos to find and align with CEC and TeachingWorks HLPs. 

 Students compare what it’s “supposed” to look like with what it looks like in a more typical 
classroom. 

 Using a rubric from Boise State (RESET), they analyze the teacher’s practice and their 
own practice. They use the same rubric across all settings. 

o Using Simulations 
 Simulations and virtual reality are well validated for many industries. 

 Kera used creative and research award monies to purchase micro-teaching 
experiences through Mursion for her own classroom, and she purchased 
additional hours with another grant to share with WKU, U of L, and Asbury 
classrooms to conduct a study. Right now she only has access to canned 
simulations, which cost less. 

 Students practice microteaching experiences with feedback using three HLPs: 
engagement, explicit instruction, and feedback 
 They use both edited (“canned”) models, and conduct microteaching with peers. 

o Develop an intro lesson (aligned with standards), teach it in an engaging 
way [vary OTRs, asking closed and open-ended questions to check 
student understanding], and reflect on their practice. 

o Spend about 5 minutes in the simulator and debrief for about 3 minutes. 
o It’s great, because they can pause the simulation in the middle of a 

lesson to address whatever is happening, get them back on track, then 
resume the simulation where they left off. 

o Peers complete rubrics as they watch each other’s instruction, so they 
have Kera’s feedback and feedback from their peers. 

o Kera is also collecting data from the rubrics for her own study on whether 
her students are able to embed the skills they’re learning at a more rapid 
rate due to these practice opportunities. 

o Watch the video of the meeting (link in footer below) to view several 
examples of simulations and microteaching. 

 Then they transfer their skills by applying them in the field. 
 With COVID, they’ve been unable to make unannounced observations as before. 

Students either record instruction and submit it (perfected, refined), or have pop-in Zoom 
meetings. Since you can’t stop instruction in the middle with those methods, these 
simulations provide an opportunity to address teachable moments. 

o Kera likes several things about mixed reality: 
 All students get similar experiences--but not exactly the same. All students teach the 

same lesson to the avatars, but the avatars react differently each time. 
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 Students get to teach the same lesson multiple times to the same students so they can 
worry less about the content and more about their delivery. 

 They can pause simulation to get back on track. 
 She likes using the consistent rubric across practice-based opportunities (PBOs) 

 Sahar Alameh wondering about whether this is unrealistic and causing student 
teachers to perform instead of teaching reactively. 

 Kera responded that she is trying to perfect teacher behaviors. Before avatars 
she used role-playing, but she had to tell 22-year-olds to pretend like they were 
7, and they got giggly. Learning things in a protected environment, there are 
very low stakes. They can mess up and make changes until they get it right, but 
they do still incorporate peer-to-peer and P-12 interaction. 

o Considerations 
 Time – It takes a lot of prep time. 
 Money – Simulators are very expensive  
 Ensuring physical access to Zoom in a way that facilitates what they’re doing. 

 
Closing Thoughts 

• When asked to send a link to simulations, Kera said there is a library of demos on their website (linked 
below). She’s not trying to be an advertisement for Mursion; her point is the value of providing practice-
based opportunities, whether peer-to-peer or simulations, etc. 

• Mursion is partnering with AACTE this year, which is why we talk about them specifically; we have 
access to demos from them. 

• Sharon praised Kera for being creative and structured in positive ways and encouraged everyone to 
think more about the role of simulations and how we can do them in an affordable way. 

• Sharon encouraged teaching the practice of professional noticing (“What do I notice? What do I 
wonder?”) as well as co-teaching within our college. 

• Next month’s presenter is Cheryl Matias, a self-described “MotherScholar” whose work focuses on racial 
justice in teacher education. She has a very long CV with a rich biographical sketch. 

• Be safe, these are tough times! 
 

The meeting ended at 3:08 

Relevant Links  
Mursion: https://www.mursion.com/ 
What Works Clearinghouse - https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/  
Best Evidence Encyclopedia - http://www.bestevidence.org/ 
CEEDAR Innovation Configurations:  https://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/innovation-configurations/ 
Teaching works Curriculum library of practices:   
                 https://library.teachingworks.org/curriculum-resources/high-leverage-practices/ 
Michael Kennedy Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/mjk 
CEC High Leverage Practices Videos: https://highleveragepractices.org/videos/  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Hall of Fame Speaker Series   F 10/23, F 11/13; spring dates TBA 
• University Supervisors’ Meetings   Tuesdays @ 2pm via Zoom: 11/17, 1/19, 2/16, 4/20 
• Professional Seminar  for Student Teachers       CANCELLED 
• US Spring orientation session  F 1/8/21, specific time TBA 
• ST Spring orientation session  M 1/11/21, afternoon (specific time TBA) 
• First day of Sp21 student teaching  M 1/11/21 
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