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What is Professional 
Noticing?

1. Identify what is important/noteworthy about a classroom 
situation

2. Making connections to broader principles of 
teaching/learning

3. Reason about noteworthy events
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Elementary Education Response #1:

Doing this assignment really helped me to analyze my own teaching. I was able to watch 
through an entire video of myself teaching, then from that pick out a short clip that I thought 
was the most critical. I was also given the time to share with peers why I picked this moment. 
After I shared why I picked it Mrs Meade asked great questions that helped me to think 
deeper about the incident. I was also able to receive feedback and advice from my peers. This 
was a unique moment to share something with a group of people who wouldn’t judge me but 
help me to grow as a teacher. It was a great experience and allowed a group of passionate 
teachers to come together and  share experiences and learn from one another. This was so 
helpful I would have liked to have done it more through out the semester. I would have liked to 
have been able to add a video every week or two on an online platform where students were 
required to watch others videos and share. This would allow us to see growth over time and 
receive more feedback. I think it is important to keep those in person meetings twice a 
semester but I also think it would be helpful to do it more than twice during student teaching



Elementary Education Response #2:

I liked the reflection of the critical incident because it gave me a chance to get 
meaningful feedback from my peers. Each of us talked through what we 
thought was a critical incident while teaching, whether it was positive or a 
moment to learn from a mistake. It really “humanized” what the student 
teaching experience was for me, seeing that I am not perfect every action I 
make while teaching. I thought it was important to have these conversations 
with my peers because we all shared impactful teaching tips that we might 
not have received in a different format of this reflection.



Elementary Education Response #3:

The critical incident discussion was one of my favorite seminars. I loved that it was a small 
group setting with peers, several of them student teaching at the same school. This was very 
neat when we were in our second placement and I was able to discuss some of the techniques 
I used with a student that appeared in a video. It allowed me to recognize areas of strength 
and areas of growth I didn’t notice on my own. I was able to learn different approaches to 
improve my teaching style and even behavior management. I learned just as much or more 
watching my peers’  videos in comparison to my own.  Many strategies and approaches taught 
by Ms. Meade are now reflective in my own teaching practices today, such as a modeled 
think-aloud. It made me feel more confident in my teaching abilities and it generated a better 
relationship with my student teaching peers. I am now teaching side my side daily with one of 
my friends that was in those seminars with me! ❤



Student Outcomes

● Saw common challenges, which decreased stress—they 
recognized that others were experiencing this and felt the 
‘normalcy’ of their feelings.

● Were able to discuss deciding to think about ways to 
address these challenges.

● Were able to help each other analyze the video, thus 
taking ownership of the conversation.

● Helped each other see from different perspectives.

● Believed that it made their reflections more authentic.



Instructor Outcomes

● Inspired instructors to change grading for supervisors.

● Built a true PLC among students

● Time is more meaningful through having discussion rather 
than me just grading a written response



Challenges

● Back mapping onto practicum courses to 
develop analysis skills

● Support in learning how to facilitate the 
conversations around the video

● Technical support to allow students to easily 
upload videos for showing and sharing *Joni will 
show Canvas solution

● Helping students see value of assignment



Video Analysis

1. Facilitates pre-service teacher learning
2. Challenges pre-service teachers’ existing knowledge and 

skills
3. Enables reflection in order to make changes and positively 

impact student learning



Video Analysis Pre-Student Teaching



Analyzing Videos of Master Teachers

1. Frequent, short video analyses
2. Videos showcase processes used in certain approaches 

to teaching music
3. Students submit short reflections about the characteristics 

of each teaching approach



e.g., Dalcroze Video Assignment



Analyzing Videos of Themselves

1. Elementary music methods practicum
2. Student teaching
3. Students submit written reflections on their teaching, using 

a five-category rubric
○ Musicianship
○ Authenticity
○ Scaffolding
○ Empowering the Learner Voice/Learner Agency
○ Planning and Preparation



Student Feedback for What Worked

Homework Videos
● Specific prompts/questions were useful for focusing 

attention on the assignment and the learning objective
Teaching Videos
● The video and rubric helped students understand their 

teaching tendencies and what aspects of teaching on which 
to focus for improvement

● The rubric helped students know what their teaching goals 
were

“Having to reflect on my teaching with the video and rubric helped 
us know exactly what we need to improve and where should be at the 
end of the semester.”



Student Feedback for Improvement

Teaching Videos
● Points arbitrary, use descriptive categories only for how 

students felt about their teaching
● Force students to watch the video (take notes from the 

video, then reflect on what they saw)

“I remember giving myself a point value in the middle 
category, but I actually felt acceptable about my teaching.”



Other Student Ideas

● More professional feedback from the practicum teacher 
(rather than informal feedback after the teaching)

● More teaching time! (which they get in General Music II 
if they elect to take it)

● Peer evaluations (which I do in the General Music II the 
following semester)

“Maybe we could do like, class evaluations on each other 
based on the things you've taught us on how to teach.”



Student Outcomes

● Students are able to refine their thinking when analyzing 
their teaching

● Students can pinpoint specific actions they can take to 
improve their instruction



Challenges

● Sometimes students do not “dig” into the rubric 
enough and address all aspects of each category

● Sometimes students do not watch the whole video

● It takes time to provide detailed feedback 

● Making sure they don’t treat this as a check the 
box assignment



1. Conclusion

● Professional Noticing and Video 
Analysis can occur early in students’ 
college curriculum and frequently

● By cultivating reflective praxis earlier, 
students may be better prepared to 
critically reflect upon their teaching 
during student teaching and beyond



Thank you!
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