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Attendees:   
OFE: Sharon Brennan, Julie Cleary, Mary Hrabak  
 
Agriculture: Kelly Taylor, Stacy Vincent 
Art: Marty Henton 
Comm. Disorders: Angela Logdon 
Elementary: Connie Evans, Pam Hammonds, Joni Meade, Christi Nash, Denise Probst, Pam 
Correll 
FCS: Diana Haleman 
IECE: Kim Townley 
KHP: Aaron Beighle, Richard Riggs, Lucian Taylor, Kathy Yeary 
LBD: Ruby Owiny, Kimberly Parker-Brown 
Middle School: Shayla Mettille, Susan Wood 
Music: Harry Clarke 
Science: Jennifer Collins, Jana Bouwma-Gearhart, Becky Krall 
Social Studies: Claudette Allen, Jeanette Groth, Emma Thacker 
World Languages: Stayc Dubravac 
 
Proceedings: 
 
Welcome 
Dr. Brennan welcomed everyone and explained that NCATE requires that university faculty 
meet to discuss program-related issues. Three other meetings are planned for spring semester on 
the third Tuesday of each month (more on this later). 
 
University Supervisor Packets 
Next we reviewed the contents of the university supervisors’ packets that everyone received, 
which included: 

- the current (international) issue of our Field Notes newsletter 
- the spring 2011 student teaching calendar/student orientation agenda 
- a screenshot of the website where supervisors can find helpful information like mileage 

rates, placement guidelines, a link to supervisor meeting notes, and other helpful 
resources http://education.uky.edu/OFE/content/universityandschool-
basedfieldsupervisors 

 
Student Teaching Announcements 

- Travel vouchers must be submitted within 30 days from the return date of travel, 
which is a new mandate from Accounts Payable as of Fall 2010.  

- The Office of Field Experiences will reimburse supervisors for four visits per student per 
semester.  
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- Student teaching placement dates:  

o January 12-March 4 (1st 8 weeks) 
o March 7-May 6 (2nd 8 weeks) 

- Student teaching placement requests for the Fall 2011 semester will be due to Mary 
by February 11. To facilitate that process, she will release students’ previous placements 
& special circumstances to the supervisors within the next two weeks. Due to the 
increasingly problematic placement process, the sooner you can turn these in, the better 
(more on this later). 

 
Upcoming Supervisor Meetings 

- Dates for upcoming supervisor meetings were announced: 2/15, 3/22, 4/19. Meetings will 
be held at 2:00 in 122 TEB. 

- Sharon proposed discussion topics for future meetings and asked for feedback: 
o Senate Bill 1 – what’s going on? 

 Perhaps we could use state personnel in webinar format to discuss the bill 
 Les Burns is heading up the curriculum framework project.  

 Perhaps he could come in and talk about that committee and 
address issues like preparing syllabi. 

 Sharon is working on that committee along with Felicia Smith at 
the state level. 

 Standards 

 Robert Brown, maybe in May or in the fall 

 Aligning Senate Bill 1 with teacher standards 
 KACTE is planning workshops around the state informing people about 

Senate Bill 1. Agendas are just now being formed. There will be an all-day 
event at UK with lunch on Feb. 23. A note will come out with particulars 

 Assessment 

 Sharon suggested Kim Zeidler as a speaker. 
o Technology 

 Virtual supervision 

 Susan Wood has had some experience with it, as does Becky Krall. 
Perhaps they can help provide some modeling.  

 Where are we going from here with it? Might help us deal with 
budget cuts 

 Social Networking 

 Since students are so involved in this, can we incorporate it into 
the educational experience? 

o Benefits of online communication 
 Google Groups 
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 Denise Probst and Marty Henton use this 

 By invitation only, no public viewing. 
o Caveats of using Facebook-type applications and how to 

communicate those pitfalls and legal issues to students 
 During individual program sessions? 
 Connie Evans suggested that Scott Bauries speak 
 

o Contextual Learning 
 Sharon mentioned Leonard Pitts’ article in Saturday’s Opinions/Editorials 

section of the Herald-Leader entitled, “Don’t let others define us”. 

 http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/01/05/2000893/dont-let-others-
define-us.html 

 How we look at our past matters as we look at where we’ve been, 
how far we come, and where we’re going. 

 Setting student learning in a context (historical vs. current) 

 Les Burns has written about contextual learning, Jeannette Groth 
referenced “Funds of Growth”   

 
- We narrowed down topics of upcoming spring meetings to:  

o Assessment 
o Virtual Supervision 
o Legal Aspects/Google Groups (with speaker Denise Probst) 

 
Miscellaneous 
Sharon encouraged people to solicit student participation in the Carnegie Colts Club (flyer 
attached to e-mail): 

o Tutoring sponsored by the Carnegie Center for Literacy 
o Takes place at William Wells Brown Elementary 
o Looking for students to volunteer hours as tutors 

 
EPSB will NOT be conducting new teacher surveys this semester. 
 
If a student teacher is having problems during student teaching, address them carefully and 
DOCUMENT your concerns thoroughly over the semester. Get a PGP going right away (refer to 
the Field Guide) to avoid liability issues. If it comes down to it, have them withdraw instead of 
failing them. Note: They cannot withdraw after the last day of classes, which is April 29 for 
Spring 2011. 
 
Fayette County Placement Process - Updates 
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The placement policy changes have caused struggle and headaches for everyone, including 
Alexis Witherspoon, whose main job duty at FCPS is actually recruitment. Placements are a very 
small part of her workload, but the amount of time they take up under the current process is very 
large. We met with Fayette County on Friday along with Parker Fawson to talk about 
streamlining the process, including implementing a real time list of available cooperating 
teachers. 
 
Faculty are no longer allowed to contact Fayette County teachers about placements. We are still 
trying to get changes made, but it’s a very complicated process. In the meantime, we suggest 
building partnerships with adjacent counties, e.g., Jessamine, Woodford. This relates back to the 
topic of virtual supervision we discussed earlier. Marty Henton pointed out that in Art Education, 
not only is there not much choice, EKU has already started trying to set up a Fall 2011 placement 
with a teacher at SCAPA. Furthermore, EKU and Asbury are contacting Ashland Elementary 
about Fall 2011 placements. 
 
Sharon advises working carefully and cautiously in setting up UK’s placements and reminded 
everyone that teachers have the right of refusal if they are approached to take a student that they 
don’t want to take. They can hold out for UK students. Be very careful about e-mail 
communications. Sharon and Parker Fawson would like to set up a meeting with school 
principals to talk about the process, too. 
 
Susan Wood suggested coming up with a proactive strategy to strengthen teachers’ loyalty to the 
UK program. Perhaps invite them to a workshop? Sharon recommended carrying out this type of 
strategy at the program level and said she would be happy to be involved. 
 
Julie mentioned that one of Fayette County’s concerns is that UK monopolizes all of the good 
teachers, keeping the other universities from using them as mentors for their students. Kim 
Parker-Brown said that, on the flipside, when she was a principal she rejected student teachers 
from schools with students who performed poorly in their placements. 
 
Sharon encouraged out-of-county placements again and mentioned that Susan Wood has a good 
project, going through P-20 partnerships to place some of her students at schools outside of 
Fayette County. Marty Henton pointed out that gas money can be a hardship for a student who 
would have to drive out of county every day. She wondered if there are any programs to help 
fund those costs for students. Susan Wood’s students found that doing their placements near their 
hometowns eliminated apartment costs and gave them more of a chance at being hired near their 
home.  
 
Kim Townley warned that making everything virtual can inhibit personal relationships from 
forming. Sharon replied that we would pick and choose what to do virtually, whether seminars, 
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supervisions, etc. She wondered aloud who might be willing to do a virtual supervision seminar, 
mentioning Joan Mazur, Belva Collins, and Susan Wood. 
 
More Miscellaneous 
Harry Clarke voiced amazement at the Op-Ed article mentioned earlier, which noted that the 
White Citizens’ Council (WCC) is not affiliated with the Ku Klux Klan. He recalled a time when 
he started teaching in the late 1950’s in Mississippi, and the principal of his small high school 
called an assembly with the WCC to speak against integrating races in the schools. The article 
ran in many other newspapers, and it can be found here: 
http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/01/05/2000893/dont-let-others-define-us.html 
 
Stacy Vincent wondered if we can implement technology in recording our supervisors’ meetings, 
for example, and uploading them as podcasts. We liked the idea and agreed to look into it. 
 


