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What is a Capstone Presentation?  This is an opportunity to demonstrate you are 
ready to graduate.  

When is this?   Capstone Presentations are held when you are toward the end of 
your Area of Focus experiences and you are ready to demonstrate that you are 
fully equipped with a plan for your next steps 
after high school.   

How long is this?  You will talk 5-7 minutes, and 
then answer questions from the panel.   If you 
do not understand a question, ask for 
clarification and answer as honestly and 
thoughtfully as you can.   

Who is the panel?  This will be teachers, district 
and school staff, principals, coaches and/or 
community members. Each panel will be 
made up of 2-4 people.  

What is the panel looking for?  The panel is looking for genuine reflection and 
evidence of your growth as a learner and citizen.  They want a thorough review of 
your performance throughout your Area of Focus experiences as well as your 
progress toward Danville Diploma Goals. In addition, the panel will want to know 
that you have a specific postsecondary plan. For example, if you are going to 
college, they will want to know that you’ve applied for admission as well as 
housing as applicable, scholarships, etc.  

What do I do? 

1. Discuss your Area of Focus experience, your completed digital portfolio and 
your postsecondary plan: 

a. Identify 2-3 skills/experiences from the Danville Diploma as areas of 
strength and provide specific examples and evidence (projects, etc.) 
It is important to note that the Danville Diploma includes 10 
skills/experiences required for all students. However, some of the 10 
include multiple skills (i.e. item 1) You should have evidence of all 
skills/experiences before graduation. 

b. Identify at least one growth area from the Danville Diploma.  Explain 
why you have chosen this as a growth area and your plan for making 
sure growth happens. (It is okay to choose more than one!) 

What are Area of Focus 
experiences? 

Area of Focus experiences are 
those activities, internships, 
and/or coursework that 
connect to your interests and 
future plans.  By carefully 
choosing Area of Focus 
experiences, you are giving 
yourself an advantage to 
succeed in your postsecondary 
pursuits. 



c. Share your completed digital portfolio. 

d. Discuss your Area of Focus experience with the panel. Provide an 
overview of your experiences, both in and out of school. Discuss those 
most beneficial as well as those that perhaps didn’t seem as valuable.  

e. Share specifics about your postsecondary plan. What have you done? 
What still needs to be completed? 

f. What do you have to offer colleges and/or an employer that perhaps 
someone else might not? What sets you apart? 

g. Answer questions from the panel. 

h. Consider suggestions from the panel. 

i. Finalize your postsecondary plan. 

2. What should I bring with me?  

 Visuals or other kinds of evidence (projects, etc) that will enhance your 
presentation.  

 The appropriate technology so you are able to share your digital 
portfolio.  

 Evidence of postsecondary planning. 

 Notes to use as you talk. However, you won’t want to read your notes 
to your panel.  

3. What else should I do to prepare? Be sure to practice exactly what you are 
going to say for the first part of your presentation (parts a, b, c, d, e and f 
above.) Presentation skills are very important. You want to communicate 
clearly and confidently with your panel members. Introduce yourself, shake 
their hands, look them in the eye as you speak, etc. This is an opportunity to 
SHINE. You are ALMOST A DHS GRADUATE! !  


