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DANVILLE SCHOOLS 

Transition Presentation of Learning (TPOL)/Elementary Gateway 

 

 What is a TPOL?  This is an opportunity to demonstrate to everyone you are 

ready to move on to middle school.  

  

When is this?   Dates will vary for each elementary school. 

 

How long is this?  You will talk 3-5 minutes, and then answer questions from the 

panel.   If you do not understand a question, ask for clarification and answer as 

honestly and thoughtfully as you can.   

 

Who is the panel?  This will be teachers, district staff, principals and/or coaches. 

Each panel will be made up of 2-4 people.  

 

What is the panel looking for?  The panel is looking for genuine reflection and 

evidence of your growth as a learner and citizen.  They want you to review your 

work from your elementary career and think about how your elementary 

experience has helped make you ready for Bate Middle School. 

 

What do I do? 

1.  Find a book, character, quote, song, piece of writing, painting or activity 

that best represents you as a learner, student or person. 

2. Give an explanation about why you chose what you did for number 1.  

Explain how this relates to you as a student or to your elementary 

academic progress. 

3. Discuss with the panel why you are ready to move ahead: 
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a. Identify 2-3 specific skills from the Danville Diploma as areas of 

strength and explain your readiness to move ahead by providing 

specific examples and evidence (projects, etc.) 

b. Identify at least one growth area from the Danville Diploma.  Explain 

why you have chosen this as a growth area and why it is important. 

(It is okay to choose more than one!) 

c. Share your Bate Middle School application and essay with the 

panel. Be sure to point out any highlights you want them to notice. 

Give them time to review your application and answer any 

questions they have. 

d. Share your digital portfolio with the panel. Discuss the contents. 

Answer any questions the panel might have. 

e. Answer questions from the panel. 

 

4. What should I bring with me? You will want to bring (1) visuals or other 

kinds of evidence (projects, etc) that will enhance your presentation. (2) 

Also, bring your BMS application and your essay. (3) Bring the link to your 

digital portfolio. (4)You might also want to bring notes to use as you talk. 

However, you won’t want to read your notes to your panel.  

 

5. What else should I do to prepare? Be sure to practice exactly what you 

are going to say for the first part of your presentation (parts a and b 

above.) Presentation skills are very important. You want to communicate 

clearly and confidently with your panel members. Introduce yourself, 

shake their hands, look them in the eye as you speak, etc. This is an 

opportunity to SHINE!   

 

 


