
 

HIGHLIGHTED COURSES BEING TAUGHT THROUGH UK’S DEPARTMENT OF               

EDUCATIONAL POLICY STUDIES AND EVALUATION, FALL 2015: 

 

EPE 557-201 “Gathering, Analyzing and Using Educational Data” taught by Dr. Kelly Bradley, asynchronous online through 
Distance Learning.  This course covers applications of statistical and graphical methods for educational and evaluation data. 
Basic descriptive statistics, correlation, normal distributions and hypothesis testing will be covered. An emphasis is placed on 
exploratory data analysis and interpretation of results within the broad contexts of education and evaluation. Course lab sup-
port offered both in-class and online  

 

EPE/EDP/ANT 621-001 “Advanced Topics and Methods of Evaluation” taught by Dr. Jessica Hearn, online and face to face, 
Mondays from 4-6:30 PM.  An advanced course in evaluation methods and techniques with an emphasis on quantitative meth-
odology. State of the art ideas and methods of conducting evaluation studies and analyzing data from those studies are present-
ed. The course is designed primarily for those who are conducting or will conduct evaluation studies.  

 

EPE 632-401 “Student Services” taught by Dr. Michael Covert Mondays from 4-6:30 PM.  This course focuses on students 
services (broadly defined) and those who work with college and university students outside of the academic arena. The course 
not only surveys the history of student services but critically examines its theoretical bases and current practices with special 
attention paid to the relationship between students services and other segments of campus. 

 

EPE/EDP 660-001 “Research Design and Analysis in Education” taught by Dr. Joseph Waddington Mondays from 1-3:30 
PM  This course is a study of the foundational research methodologies applicable in several areas with an emphasis on the de-
sign of research and analysis of accumulated data using linear regression techniques. Topics to be covered include simple line-
ar regression, multiple regression, interactions, and analysis of variance. General goals of the course include: expanding under-
standing of statistical concepts, improving reasoning and critical thinking skills, and understanding the practical application of 
using linear regression. All participants in this course are expected to have pre-requisite knowledge of introductory statistics 
(satisfied through EPE/EDP 558, an equivalent, or instructor permission), including basic probability, univariate statistics 
(means, standard deviations), hypothesis testing, correlation, and inferential statistics (t-tests, p-values, confidence intervals). 

 

EPE 661-001 “Sociology of Education” taught by Dr. Joseph Ferrare Wednesdays from 4-6:30 PM.  This course introduces a 
range of sociological problems related to modern education systems and presents a set of theoretical and methodological tools 
to analyze these problems. In particular, we will focus on practices and processes such as: student socialization, parent/school 
relationships, curricular differentiation and tracking, identity development, segregation, intergenerational mobility, and system 
expansion. Our exploration will primarily focus on primary and secondary education, but we will spend significant time consider-
ing how these processes shape postsecondary and occupational trajectories. 

 

EPE 670-001 “Policy Issues in Higher Education” taught by Dr. Jungmin Lee Tuesdays from 4-6:30 PM.  In this course, we 
will consider some of the most pressing policy issues facing American higher education. Topics include access, equity, and di-
versity; college costs and affordability; accountability and assessments; new forms of higher education (e.g., online education or 
for-profit colleges); commercialization of higher education. Along with visiting these substantive topics, students will become 
familiar with conceptual models of policy-making process and analytic tools for policy analysis.  

 

EPE 678-001 “Economics of Higher Education” taught by Dr. Willis Jones Wednesdays from 4-6:30 PM. This course will pro-
vide an introduction and overview of financial and economic issues within the context of higher education.  The class will review 
concepts of economic theory and how they are related to issues such as the cost of higher education, the economic returns of a 
college education, and the academic labor market.  Class readings will also examine the specifics of institutional budgeting; spe-
cifically the allocation of resources within institutions, the main sources of revenues for colleges and universities, and the primary 
functions for which expenditures are provided.  Our surveying of these issues will be informed by the ongoing debates within the 
economics of higher education literature regarding market structures and competition in higher education, the possible redistrib-
utive effects of higher education finance, and the role of financial aid in ensuring access to higher education.   

  

EPE 798-001 “Seminar in Higher Education:  Diversity in Higher Education” taught by Dr. Willis Jones Mondays from 7-
9:30 PM.  This seminar will examine how race, class, gender, sexuality, religion, and other issues of diversity impact various 
areas of postsecondary education.  The goal of the class is for students to develop a greater understanding of how diversity is 
conceptualized and operationalized in higher education research, practice, and policy.  Topics to be covered in the course in-
clude post-secondary access, the college student experience, the educational impact of diversity, and campus climate.   


